cxxii                        Introduction.

When occasion required, as for instance at the time of the
Spanish Armada, this navy was reinforced by numerous
merchant-vessels, a method rendered easy and effective by
the fact that as yet there was but little difference between
such ships and ships of war. The obligation to supply ships
did not rest on the Cinque Ports only, but also on all other
towns possessing merchant-shipping, not excluding London,
In 1596, for instance, we find London required to provide
twelve ships and two pinnaces ' for Her Majesty's necessary
service.' This should bo remembered in connexion with
the famous ship-money case in 1637.

The Lord High Admiral, generally speaking, did not
himself command the fleet, for which an Admiral and Vice-
Admiral were specially appointed (pp. 163, 397). These
officers, like the Lord High Admiral (p. 390), were
empowered to requisition ships and to impress men as
occasion required, and to keep discipline by means of
martial law. They had also (p. 164) a general civil and
criminal jurisdiction over the forces under their command.
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TlIE   PREROGATIVE.

THE whole of the foregoing sketch may bo regarded, from
one point of view, as a commentary on the prerogative, but
a short note may be added in order to show the different
significations attached to the word, and the development of
the ideas which it involved, during this period. Under
Elizabeth prerogative was generally understood to mean the
aggregate of official rights and powers possessed by any
person in authority. Thus the order of the Ecclesiastical
Courts is said to have been settled by the Pope's prerogative
(p. 199). The Archbishop of Canterbury has his Preroga-
tive Court, in which his special privileges and jurisdiction
are maintained. The prerogative of the crown consists in
the peculiar rights, immunities, and powers enjoyed by the